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Raﬂacai Groups Said to B

Some of the information ga:hered inthis &+

By Timothy S. Robinson

‘Wasnington Post Srabt writer

Federal prosecutors are conducting an
extensive
allegations that undercover Washington
police officers and FBI informants-used
apparently illegal electronic surveillance
metheds to spy on radical groups here
between 1968 and 1972.

© The prosecutors have been lold by'

former law enforcement officers and
police informants: thatelectronic “bugs”

were hidden in rooms and placed on

telephones and that police officers com-
mitied at least one burglary to spyon the
radicais, according. to sources famllnar
mth Lremvesuganon . N e

PRI AN

lad

STEANNE

investigation of detailed

: investigation said they have been told that,

‘ " could.”

| 2

ﬁ,-(c\ i

-!'\,\IT'\
LW (2

SETHGTON

VASHIHG

12 0CT03:

manner was then shared with the Secret -
‘Service and the Central Intelligence .
Agency, the sources said, and the. CIA-
allegedly provided at least cne of the:
clectronic  bugs and. other technical:
assistance fov the surveillance. '

The manth-old investigai';on by the U.S.
attorney’s office here is still iccused on.

- Uathermd details of specific instances of ;

allegedly illegal activity and determining
whether high-level D.C. police or FBI:
officials were aware of any of it, the:
sources said. U.S. Attorney Earl J. Silbert |
said yesterday he could not comment onf
theinvestigation. i
‘However, Silbert has met with D.C. i
Pollce Chief Maurice J, Cull-nane todicuss
“the. [investigation and assure’ it - -high
priority. The FBI, CIA and Secret Service
also were-informed of ‘the investigation
when- thmr po;;rble xmolvement ‘was
discovered. -
The Justice Departmenl and the Senate
select committee chaired by'Sen. Frank
Church (D-Idaho), both of which are
conducting broader- investigations of CIA
violations of its charter, are also being.
" kept informed of the probe ] progress-,
Sources’ familiar ‘with the prosecutors’

sur\elllance occurred - with““‘some
freqqenc,. at _the _height of: antmar
organizing here and increased at the time
. of major protest demonstrations. - -, £
The sources said that one all eqedl
burglary. involved. a police oificer who
broke inie a home or cfffceﬂnd remived a
“specific and significant” -of
. property. There were other occasivys, theq
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sources said, when informants and un-|- -
_ dercover agents allegedly rifled files or

photographed documents without search
warrants, although they dld not break into :
any buildings. = - - e
“Some of the (undercover) agents were |
“told to get information,” said one-law-

—— e

- enforcement officer -involved. in, the " in- |

vestigation, “They got it the best way thev i

- There is no evxdence atthxs point that top'
police, FBI or CIA officials instructed any
of their agents or.informants to commit
illegal acts or plant electromc recordmg
devices, the sources said. :

Two officials of . law enforcement
agencies being inv estlgated by the federal
presecutors blamed any allegedly illegal !
electronic surveillance on untra"‘ed police
officers who were college graduates newly
_hired for undercover work. e '
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* which would be illegal, the sources said.
;
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These undercover officers wéte told that
recorded conversations could be used
legally if one party actuaily taking pact in
the conversation was aware of the bug, one
source said. However, some officers may
have left recording devices in rooms or |
telephones while they were not present,

The statute of limitations would bar
prosecution now for illegal wiretapping
that occurred before 1970. However,
illegally obtained information may have
been used in criminal prosecutions and :
disclosure of that now could result in
reversals of convictions or civil suits
(_hal ging government misconduct,

"During the period involved in ihe federal
prosecutors! investigation, 1968. to 1972,
Washington teemed with antiwar groups, |
ranging from the Quakers..to the ad- |
mittedly violent Weather Underground, !
‘each protesting the war in Vietnam'in its |
ownwayio oo o A
It "was the responsrbxltlty of .the DL 1

]

police department, under then Chief Jerry i
V. Wilson, to compile information on the |
activities of these groups, monitor major
demonstrations and try to determine in -
advaice when violence might ocecur. . s, -4
" The Rockefeller Commission report on
domestic activities of the CIA revealed
that the CIA- 'ﬂ\o was monitoring antiwar
and other dissident groups during that ;
pericd, collecting information on them as.
partof its nationwide Operation Chaos.

The CIA and D.C. police.also piaced
informants” within  various - dissident }
groups in the Washington area, according !
; to the Rockefeller Commission, ‘but there
have been no previous dnlegahons of
electromcsurvelllance - I

The D. C ‘City Council held hearmg:. laat
July on’-the Rockefeller Commission’s
information about the activities of the D.C.
police - department’s  intelligence . unit,
! including the fact that it kept raw in-
telligence files -on local activisls and
politicians., . :

Chiel "Cullinane had previously,
acknowledged that the CIA had provided
technical assistance for the local police’s,
mtelhdence activilies, including . the.

R

outfitting of *'two la: nps capable of in-;

‘tercepiing oral communications. "=
-Cullinane did not expnam the need or use < o
such equipment in his leport to- the Cal_\,
Councxl -3

. The Rocknf ler (,ommmwn ga\e th15

[ VIn late 1568 oF early 1569, Cl \ aoked to:
plowde the (D.C. police) department with '
transmitters which could be planted-in-
“several lamps To'bé placed-in the apar-.

-tment of a police informer who frequenﬂy
met with members of dissident 8roups8.

The lamoa were provided to the CIA an_d
the transmitier devices were installed in]
the lamps...The lamps wece then’ placed4
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